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way into the pockets of our hard-working poor.    For
its sake we are content to throw away the advantages,
political and geographical, which nature herself has
bestowed upon us, and to place ourselves on a level
with those to whom they have been denied.   A stormy
sea protects us, and we refuse to profit by its shelter.
We boast of our freedom, and surrender one of the
greatest   benefits   which   freedom   confers.      Large
standing armaments are proper to despotic institu-
tions ; to dispense with them is the privilege, as well
as the safeguard, of free communities.    Despots, who
do not consult their people on questions of peace and
war, who tax them without their consent, and deaden
their patriotism by denying to them the privileges of
citizenship, may be under the necessity of maintaining
vast military establishments, both for the repression
of   liberty  in  their  own  country,  and for  defence
against hostile aggression.    The Government of a free
people is under no such necessity.    It may count, in
emergency, on receiving from those by whose consent
it rules, whose wishes it consults, whose public spirit,
intelligence, and enterprise are brought into full play
by political liberty, and whose progress in commercial
wealth has been unchecked by excessive taxation, a
patient, devoted, and self-sacrificing support which is
worth far more than fleets and armies.    In the case of
any country whatever, it must be a question whether
the national interests can best be protected by costly
establishments in time of peace, or by the develop-
ment,   when  danger  threatens,   of   an   inexpensive
nucleus of force.    But for a country which not only